
 

Dear friends, 

In the following pages, you will find notes and texts in resistance to 

the Israeli military industries, printed for the actions marking for the 

50th year of the occupation of 1967.  

During these days , as there was a big arms expo in Tel Aviv, in which 

companies known to profit from the occupation and to market their 

products as “Battle Proven” showed, we acted together to raise a big 

shout against them. 

Why did we resist? 

Words of introduction for a demonstration by us, Isha L’Isha-Haifa 

Feminist Center, Gun Free Kitchen Tables, Zazim- Community 

Action, Mesarvot, New Profile: 

Because the Israeli military industries market products and technologies as 

proven in the battle that is the occupation. Because before the blood dries, the 

companies presenting in the expo and the Ministry of Defense showcase their 

success in oppressing civilian population in “asymmetrical warfare” in an expo 

like this one and make billions. Because the Israeli military industries market, 

sale and coordinate arms deals to conflict zones around the world. Because 

the arms, technology and military training are often used in genocides, 

massacre and oppression of civil resistance.  Because the Israeli military 

industries pollute the environment and the ground, often without 

accountability. Because the Israeli military industries profit from violence 

against women. Because the military industries make war and aggression a 

second nature within Israeli society. Because all of our taxes go to arms 

trading, in a severe lack of transparency on behalf of the ministry of defense. 

 

Our resistance to the occupation is anti-militarism. 

We insist on our right to re-define our security. 
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Introduction to the Israeli Military Industries 
Shahaf Weisbein 

The Israeli military Industry is one of the world’s largest, and relative to its 

GDP the world’s largest. Israel is a security empire, exporting and 

coordinating deals in arms, technology, and military training to almost 130 

countries around the world, without serious supervision from the public or 

authorities. Some of the exports go to countries Israel does not have 

diplomatic relation with, and some are in violation of international 

conventions or UN arms embargos. 

One of the main reasons for the success of the Israeli industry, whose annual 

exports total over US $7 billion, is marketing the products of what is referred 

to as “asymmetrical warfare,” in which regular militaries fight against 

irregular guerilla resistance (and terror.) This type of warfare also sees 

regular militaries face noncombatant populations, in our case an occupied 

population, in other cases these are often poor communities or national 

minorities. The same warfare Israel perfected in years of occupying the 

Palestinian territories and controlling the civilian population is highly relevant 

for dictatorships, military regimes, armies fighting against civilian 

resistance, and the international War on Terror (especially “Islamic terror”). 

The Israeli military industries, private and government-owned alike, have 

played a crucial role in arming Apartheid South Africa, India in the Kargil War, 

the Argentinian Junta, Serbia in the Yugoslavia wars, Rwanda’s genocide, and 

the genocide in South Sudan today. Israel has been involved in countless 

armed conflicts around the world in the last 50 years.  

During the 2014 war on Gaza, in which over 2,000 Palestinians were killed, the 

companies marketed their products in Israeli and international media under 

the title “battle proven.” These included the Hermes 900 UAV, first used 

during that war, as well as “Hatzav” tank shells, small armored vehicles, 550-

MPR bombs, the Iron Dome air defense system, and more. War years are 

years of increasing profits for the Israeli military industries, which routinely 

sign deals before the fighting is over. Systems for intelligence gathering, 

cyberwarfare, spying and monitoring by race, as well as checkpoints, 

separation walls and fences, riot control equipment, are all routinely 

marketed with the “battle proven” seal. Thousands of law enforcement 

representatives from all over the world visit Israel every year to learn tactics 

from local private companies and law enforcement agencies. Their combat 
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expertise is considered to be of high quality and Israel is considered the 

“Harvard of Anti-Terror,” as a Washington D.C Police Chief once said. 

 

The companies of the Israeli military industry receive substantial tax benefits 

from the government, and help, support and marketing sponsorships from 

the ministry of defense. Many times, it is hard to distinguish the private 

companies from the public servants, when reserve generals find a place in 

the private companies and sometimes go back and forth between public 

service and private gain. These factors have a serious impact on the blurred 

lines between the civil and the military in our society. When a big percentage 

of the families in Israel profit from war and blood, what values will our society 

reward? 

 

Shahaf Weisbein is the coordinator of Hamushim, Coalition of Women for 

Peace. 
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Tel Aviv's week of Pride and Militarism 
Tanya Rubinstein 

The upcoming Tel Aviv Pride parade has set social media, the streets and the 

queer community alight. In preparation for the June 9 march, the city’s 

streets are already filling up with rainbow flags and cute tourists. 

Luckily for the parade’s organizers, this year’s event is taking place in the 

second week of June rather than the first, which marks 50 years since the 

start of the 1967 occupation. We already saw the March of the Flags in all its 

glory on Jerusalem Day last week, including the shuttering of Palestinian 

businesses and the clearing of Palestinians off the streets, and severe police 

violence against Jewish demonstrators who were trying to stop the march 

from passing through the Old City’s Muslim Quarter. 

These aren’t really the pictures of masses of flags that the Tourism Ministry 

and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs want tourists to see. Indeed, pride events 

in Israel over the last few years have been a hasbara tool, aimed at showing 

the world a (false) picture of Israel as a Western, pluralistic, democratic 

country that respects human rights. It’s what LGBTQ activists refer to as 

“pinkwashing.” 

So it is that during Pride week in Tel Aviv, which will bring thousands of 

tourists from around the world to celebrate on the beach, a separate 

international contingent will be in town to admire the Israel’s arms industry’s 

wares at the ISDEF exhibition. 

The expo, held every two years at the Tel Aviv Convention Center, proudly 

displays cutting-edge military technology to representatives from dozens of 

countries. It’s one of the largest arms expos in the world, and the biggest in 

Israel. Throughout the exhibition, Israel will sell its technological 

developments to foreign countries, including those under arms embargoes 

for violating human rights. 

It’s no accident that Israel is one of the world’s biggest military exporters. 

The territories and people under Israeli occupation enable the military to 

develop, test out and perfect new technologies on the battlefield. As a result, 

Israel can compete with world powers in the global arms trade, and is 

prepared to sell its wares to the highest bidder — no matter the human rights 

situation in the purchasing country. 
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Two days after ISDEF concludes, the very same Tel Aviv Convention Center 

will host the traditional pride afterparty held by Ofer Nissim, an Israeli DJ. 

It’s similar to how Tel Aviv Pride’s technicolor parade forgets the origins of 

the pride march — the struggle for human rights, of which there is barely any 

trace left in an event that now celebrates capitalism, pinkwashing and rights 

we’ve never really received here. 

Next week will bring, more than ever, a glimpse into the cognitive dissonance 

at work here. It’s a real trip: In the Tel Aviv bubble, thousands will celebrate 

pride and love, while militarism and violence are fêted alongside them. And 

this is nothing new — every year, uniformed soldiers march in the Tel Aviv 

Pride parade, representing initiatives aimed at equality for LGBTQs in the 

IDF, even as they are active participants in the repression of and violence 

against a civilian population. 

Also present at the parade will be members of the Shin Bet, who take part in 

torture and abuse. And all this will take place on land from which Palestinians 

were expelled in 1948, and on a beach that many West Bank residents cannot 

visit because of severe restrictions on their freedom of movement. 

The LGBTQ struggle was, at its inception, a struggle for the right to life, 

security, and self-determination. But these rights are systematically and 

brutally denied to Palestinians — and by the same institutions and leaders 

that benefit from the positive marketing of Israel as a country that 

safeguards the rights of (part of) the LGBTQ community. 

 

Tanya Rubinstein is Co-Coordinator of Coalition of Women for Peace. 

This article was originally featured in “Haoketz” and “+972”. 
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Feminist Resistance to Israeli Militarism Through its 

Biggest profiteers 
Reem Amer 

These days we mark 50 years of the Israeli occupation of 67’. Organizations 

and movements have chosen to commemorate this milestone by different 

acts of resistance, and the Israeli state chooses to mark the date with the 

ISDEF arms expo, putting the Israeli military industries on display with the 

special seal of approval: “battle proven”. Workers from the military 

industries, public servants, and police and military representatives from all 

over the world are invited. The biggest security companies in Israel will 

display their goods there to an audience of representatives from countries 

such as Indonesia, Morocco, Central African Republic, Congo and Sri Lanka. 

Feminist ideology and militarism stand in opposition to one another; one 

espouses equality, freedom of expression, self-definition, peace, and 

personal security. The other is a chauvinistic, violent enterprise that 

perpetuates male power and maintains its interests through violations of 

human rights, oppression, exploitation, and occupation. At Coalition of 

Women for Peace, our resistance against the military industries is a tool in 

resisting the Occupation through those who profit from it the most. 

At CWP, we chose to place the spotlight on the security industry and the 

tight connection between its development and growth and the continuation 

of the occupation and oppression of Palestinians in the ‘67 territories and 

against activists within Israel fighting against occupation, oppression, and 

discrimination. This is Israel’s biggest arms expo, and resisting it is resisting 

militarism, the arms trade, and war and occupation profiteering. 

According to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), 

Israel is the world’s sixth biggest arms exporter, and the biggest in relation 

to its GDP. Research conducted by our “Hamushim” project shows that 

human right are abused and war crimes are committed using Israeli arms and 

technologies not only between the river and the sea, but that Israel exports 

ideologies and methodologies of oppression abroad, and markets control of 

civilian populations. Black Lives Matter activists in the US and social activists 

in Colombia and Brazil protest the military combat training given to the police 

forces in their countries, led by Israeli companies and law enforcement 

agencies, arguing that they teach oppression of civilians. While Israel tries to 
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hide its actions, activists led by lawyer Eitay Mack try to reveal the trail Israel 

leaves all of the world and petition the High Court of Justice against Israel’s 

arms deals with oppressive regimes. 

The notion that weapons contribute to a sense of security is widespread in 

Israel society, but it isn’t true. The Gun Free Kitchen Tables campaign, which 

the Coalition is part of, shows that the weapons placed in the hands of Israelis 

increase violence in civil society, and especially violence against women. The 

violence prevailing throughout Palestinian society within the ‘48 borders is 

tied deeply to lack of gun controls, with guns used for homicides and many 

violent acts without the state making any serious attempts to eradicate this 

phenomenon. According to the Minister of Public Security, these weapons 

come mainly from the military. Many times, the weapons end up back on the 

market even after they were confiscated by the police. The lack of gun 

control kills us, Palestinians, Jews, and citizens like us around the world. From 

a Palestinian point of view, it is clear that one of the main reasons to 

maintaining the occupation is that the Palestinian civilian is a test subject in 

a military arms and technology lab. How could one ever give up such a 

fortune? 

As Palestinians, it is very important that we join the resistance and speak out 

about the effects the military industries have on our security. We have to 

voice our notion of security, a very different perspective from the discourses 

of opposition which usually appeal to the Israeli mainstream public. For 

example, it is not enough to talk anti-corruption regarding the revolving 

doors between high positions in the military or government and private 

companies in the arms trade – it is also important to add the perspective of 

ongoing Israeli profits from experience gained in techniques of occupation 

and oppression. 

It is not enough only for the Jewish public to be made sensitive to Israel’s 

involvement in arms exports to dictatorships and human rights violators. We 

must also make the public open its eyes and understand the tight link 

between the arms export to oppressive states and why these arms are so 

popular in that market: the fact they already did “good work” in the West 

Bank, Easy Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip.  

Reem Amer is co-coordinator of Coalition of Women for Peace 

This article was originally featured in “Local Call”. 
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South Africa and Israel during Apartheid 
Terry Crawford-Browne 

Thirty years ago, during the 1980s, the world presumed that apartheid in 

South Africa would end catastrophically in a racial bloodbath and civil war. In 

violation of the 1977 United Nations arms embargo, Israel supplied much of 

the technology – including joint testing of a nuclear warhead in the Indian 

Ocean – whilst South Africa provided uranium and very substantial funding 

for development of the Israeli armaments industry. 

In the words of Alon Liel, former Israeli ambassador to South Africa: 

“When Israel finally began to back away from the apartheid regime, 

the security establishment balked.  They said: ‘you’re crazy, it’s 

suicidal. We would not have military and aviation industries unless 

we had South Africa as our main client from the mid 1970s. They 

saved Israel ”’. 

Ironically apartheid collapsed relatively peacefully, essentially because 

reckless military spending on those nuclear weapons and other equipment – 

instead of defending the system -- bankrupted the country. This, in turn, 

precipitated the international banking sanctions campaign launched in 1985 

by church leaders.  Access to the New York bank payment systems was 

critical because of the role of the US dollar in the international monetary 

system  . 

Under pressure from American churches, universities, trade unions and other 

civil society institutions, the first Bush Administration “pulled the plug” and 

threatened to block all South African access to US financial structures.  The 

Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) campaign, as a nonviolent 

strategy, is modeled after South Africa’s experience. The outcome was the 

release of Nelson Mandela in 1990, and constitutional negotiations 

culminating in South Africa’s transition to constitutional democracy in 1994 . 

European arms companies and governments then flocked to the country to 

pay tribute to our new democracy with one hand, and to peddle weapons with 

the other.  Spend US$5 billion on armaments was their pitch, and they would 

invest US$18 billion to stimulate economic development.   Predictably, their 

promised offset “benefits” never materialized. 
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The resultant arms deal scandal has proved nothing less than the betrayal of 

the struggle against apartheid.  The corruption it unleashed has prompted 

South Africa’s investment downgrading in 2017 to “junk status.”  One element 

includes 783 charges against President Jacob Zuma that have still to be 

prosecuted, whilst another is the collusion of the British, Swedish, German 

and French governments.  

Whether Zuma will politically survive the turmoil until his term expires in 2019 

and whether the country can still recover the constitutional and economic 

expectations of the 1990s are the issues now challenging South Africa.  

As South Africans, we see the parallels of apartheid in Israel/Palestine as 

“petty  apartheid” in Israel proper where 93 percent of the land is reserved 

for Jewish occupation only, and  as “grand apartheid”  beyond the green line 

where the Palestine Authority has even less autonomy than had the 

bantustan governments.  Thus, if apartheid in South Africa was unacceptable 

to the international community, why the hypocrisy about the “two state 

solution” which is even more unviable? 

Terry Crawford-Browne is a former international banker turned 

peace activist, who helped launch the banking sanctions campaign in 

1985 and has subsequently been the main whistleblower on the arms 

deal scandal. 
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Military Relationship between Colombia and Israel 
Colectiva La Tulpa Antimilitarist 

As the Antimilitarist Colectiva La Tulpa, we have centered our work in the 

resistance against militarism and the militarization.  We know that the 

Palestinian people has suffered the force of a historical colonialism and 

racism based on militarism as an ideology, and neoliberalism as a political-

economic structure. For this reason, we believe that “The States of Colombia 

and Israel maintain military cooperation processes and an armed race as an 

expression of the neoliberal war business. A neoliberal war that faces a 

resistance, in both Israel and Colombia, coinciding in the struggles for dignity 

and demilitarization of bodies, territories and life .” 

The military cooperation between Colombia and Israel has historically been 

strengthen by two principal backgrounds : 

1) The recognized Galil rifles that were initially fabricated in Israel and were 

modernized by the Colombian arms company INDUMIL for official use in the 

armed conflict. 

2) The case of Yair Klein, who is a dangerous Israeli mercenary that trained 

Paramilitaries in the Magdalena Medio, Antioquia and Urabá regions in the 

80’s and has avoided for almost sixteen years the Colombian justice. The 

retired Lieutenant Colonel from the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) formed these 

paramilitary groups, which have worked in articulation with the public forces 

of Colombia with dirty war methods that include kidnapping operations, 

torture, force disappearance, massacres and psychological terror. Since the 

second decade of the XXI century, Israel seems to be the second armament 

supplier for Colombia. According to the BDS movement in Colombia, in 2012, 

49.6% of all imports from Israel to Colombia were arms and military 

equipment (manufactured products of high value). Likewise, currently, there 

is the possibility of a Free Trade Agreement between Colombia and Israel for 

$700 million dollars. According to BDS Colombia, the imports from Israel to 

Colombia will focus on the military sector as the third best positioned sector 

to grow with the FTA . 

An additional aspect from this big war business between both countries is 

materialized in the different versions of a military fair known in Colombia as 

“Expodefensa”, which in the 2015 version, Israel sent 17 companies. A similar 

event takes place during these days in Israeli territory. Because of this, such 
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institutional and business relations are crossed by an economy of war and by 

the participation of a series of banks that we should explore. Some of the 

companies that fit within this circuit are BIRD AEROSYSTEMS LTDA, Drone 

manufacturer for intelligence operations and airplane protection against air 

missiles, and Elbit systmes one of the biggest profiteers of the wars on Gaza . 

Even though we are not experts in the Middle East, we act in solidarity with 

the Palestinian people. For example, the reporting of the transnational 

companies which provide private security services and with Israeli capital, like 

it is the case of G4S which in Colombia has a vast presence in multiple 

commercial establishments, residences, among many more other actions . 

Finally, we believe that as the Colombian and Israeli States do, in a very wisely 

way, it is necessary to prompt processes to share information, research and 

resistance actions between the social movements of Colombia, Israel and 

Palestine in order to face the militarization processes that are imposed. While 

there is a wealth of women movements from these peoples, that mobilize 

against militarism, militarization and are against the mandatory military 

service, there is still a need to lead efforts to confront scenarios of social 

control that presupposed the military and police intelligence where this 

military cooperation plays a fundamental role.  

Colectiva La Tulpa  Focuses on resistance to militarism and militarization, 

Colombia.   
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Israeli Security Companies: the Occupation and 

Beyond 
Erella Grassiani 

In my research I want to understand more about the Israeli security industry 

worldwide. I’m interested in security technologies such as walls, fences and 

cyber tools, but mostly in ideas. I ask questions concerning ideas about what 

security is about who is seen as an enemy and how one can stop him/her. I’m 

then looking into the ways that these ideas and technologies are being 

transferred from one (national) context to another. Such ideas are culturally 

constructed; they are influenced by how people and societies in general look 

at the world around them and how they categorize others. In the Israeli case 

the context is known; many of the security ideas and technologies have been 

developed and used against Palestinians. Ideas about who is the enemy are 

very clear; this is the Palestinian ‘terrorist’ out to hurt Israel and its citizens. 

While developed for national, military use, such security ideas and 

technologies are exported abroad in commercial transactions. 

To give an example: on Saturday July 18th 2016, the Westgate shopping mall 

in Nairobi, that that begat world fame after the bloody attack by members 

of Al Shabaab two years ago, was reopened. A newspaper covering the 

opening reports: ‘IRG, the Israeli security company hired in 2014, insists that 

with its overhaul, Westgate is the safest mall in Nairobi today. Managing 

Director Haim Cohen’s team of ex-Israeli commandos has trained the mall’s 

security personnel assiduously. “Our life is security. The difference is not on 

the number of guys–we know how to recognize anything suspicious,” Cohen 

said. This example clearly shows how Israeli skills are transferred to a 

different context. In this case the Israeli security methods are used against 

similar ‘threats’ as Israelis are used to; Muslim terrorists such as Al Shabaab 

from Somalia . 

Erella grassiani is an anthropologist at the University of Amsterdam. She is co 

founder of gate48-critical Israelis in the Netherlands.  
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 Border Enforcement 
Todd Miller 

It was October 2012. Roei Elkabetz, a brigadier general for the Israel Defense 

Forces (IDF), was explaining his country’s border policing strategies. In his 

PowerPoint presentation, a photo of the enclosure wall that isolates the Gaza 

Strip from Israel clicked onscreen. “We have learned lots from Gaza,” he told 

the audience. “It’s a great laboratory”. 

Elkabetz was speaking at a border technology conference and fair surrounded 

by a dazzling display of technology -- the components of his boundary-

building lab. There were surveillance balloons with high-powered cameras 

floating over a desert-camouflaged armored vehicles on display by many 

corporate innovators. There were seismic sensor systems used to detect the 

movement of people and other wonders of the modern border-policing 

world . 

Swimming in a sea of border security, the brigadier general was, however, 

not surrounded by the Mediterranean but by a parched West Texas 

landscape. He was in El Paso, a 10-minute walk from the wall that separates 

the United States from Mexico. And he was briefing a mixture of U.S. Border 

Patrol agents, Homeland Security executives, and industry representatives 

about how Israel patrols its borders. The way Elkabetz commanded the 

audience, it was clear that Israel was front and center to a growing global 

homeland security/border nexus, the exact topic I was looking into with great 

depth as a journalist. 

Over the past 15 years or so I have been looking at the massive, historic 

expansion of the U.S. border enforcement apparatus in the post 9/11 period. 

I have covered the multi-billion dollar budgets that U.S. Homeland Security 

commands, and how it has translated to an apparatus of control of barriers 

and technology and armed agents . 

The Israeli influence in this build-up is undeniable. In 2014, Customs and 

Border Protection awarded a contract, with a potential worth of one billion 

dollars, to the Israeli company Elbit Systems to construct 52 surveillance 

towers, with accompanying command and control centers, in Southern 

Arizona. When Elbit was vying for the contract they advertised themselves 

in the spirit of Elkabetz: “Field proven C2 Architecture. 10 plus years securing 

the world’s most challenging borders.” This is but one example, but now the 
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most prominent, of the transfer of technologies tested in the Palestinian 

occupied territories to the U.S. Mexico borderlands . 

Todd Miller, Author based in Tucson, Arizona, and focuses on the world’s 

growing border enforcement regimes. 
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Occupying Rio de Janeiro 
Shajar Goldwaser 

Nearly one month after Brazil was elected as the host of the Olympic Games 

of 2016, the former President of Israel Shimon Peres visited the country with 

a delegation of 40 businessmen. From that visit on, Israeli companies related 

with weapon manufacturing, homeland security technology and police and 

military training became more present than ever. This sportive mega event 

made a serious transformation on urban landscape of Rio de Janeiro, in which 

Israeli companies are involved . 

The demands of the Olympic Committee where an excuse to apply a 

neoliberal agenda in the city, in which, as usual, the most affected where the 

poor and marginalized populations. In order to keep the city ‘clean’ and 

‘beautiful’ for tourists, those populations should become invisible, and for 

that, Israeli expertise in segregating, excluding and repressing people was 

used. 

One of the biggest examples are the Pacifiyng Police Units (PPU’s), that 

where installed in the Favelas since 2008. They are military occupations from 

both police and the army aiming to dismantle drug dealers and combat crime. 

By patrolling the area, controlling the population, surveilling the 

neighborhoods, they are supposed to bring law and order to this 

communities.   

However, the local population feel it in differently. Local researches show 

that the pacified or occupied favelas don’t show a huge variation in crime or 

in drug trafficking. Although there are less homicides, cases of police abuses 

grew. Big changes are felt in relation to Real Estate market, that made local 

population leave because of the rise of the living expense. Also, traditional 

events as the Bailes Funks where forbidden, affecting seriously the cultural 

development of this communities. 

For that, BOPE (Special Operation Forces) and other Police forces are training 

with Israeli former soldier or intelligence agents to learn the tactics used by 

the IDF in West Bank and apply them in Rio de Janeiro  . 

Similar exclusion, segregation and occupation that Israel promote in West 

Bank and Gaza is being applied to Rio de Janeiro and other Brazilian cities for 

the promotion of a neoliberal agenda. The same expulsion and expropriation 
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that the Palestinian population suffers, today, the Carioca people are 

suffering as well . 

Shajar Goldwaser is an activist in SEDQ, a global Jewish network working for 

justice in Palestine and against racism around the world 

  

17 



hotos from the IndustryP 

 

Photo copyrights:Oscar Josué Elvir Vasquez collection 

 

The Israeli Arava Cargo plane was used by Mexican, Argentinean, and 

Guatemalan governments during the “Dirty wars” in these countries, to kill 

and disappear decedents by dropping them into the ocean in what became 

known as “death flights”.   
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On August 14th 2016, during Sri Lanka’s 30 year civil war, The Sri Lankan air 

force used Israeli Kfir fighter jets to bomb and orphanage home to 400 young 

girls. Approximately 60 girls were killed in the bombing, and dozens more 

were injured.   
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In the memoirs of General Ratko Mladic, a Serbian general charged by the International 

Criminal Court for war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide, he writes about 

the connection to Israel. Four months before the massacre in Srebrenica, where 8,000 

Bosniaks were murdered, Israel contacted the Serb forces offering them 500 sniper 

rifles and training free of charge. Even after the massacre Israeli continued its arms 

sales, including a sale of Lau missiles l ess than a month after the massacre.   
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